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Careers Day

2018 Western Riverina Careers Expo
Yenda Producers agronomists Harriet and Josh were excited to be in attendance

of the 2018 Western Riverina Careers Expo held at Leeton Public school on the
19th of May. The event is held annually for students in years 10, 11 and 12 from the
Western and Northern Riverina to showcase options for when they finish school.
With over 80 exhibitors from local businesses through to the universities there was
a wealth of knowledge for students to utilise and help guide them through the next
stage of their lives. Yenda Producers was one of these exhibitors where Harriet and
Josh gave students an insight into a day in the life of an agronomist, what it’s like to
work in agriculture for Yenda Producers as well as challenging the student’s inner
agronomist to identify a variety of seeds for prizes. The day was a success for all
involved with an estimated 1200 students attending the day. Yenda Producers are
keen to return once again for next year’s careers expo!

Livestock Production Staff
Yvette McKenzie - Livestock Production Advisor
I grew up on a mixed farming property at Merriwagga so my passion and knowledge
of sheep started very early. After finishing my HSC, I worked at the Feedlot at
Tabbita in cattle induction so a basic knowledge of cattle health was started. I
attended Orange Agricultural College after a gap year, completing an Advance
Diploma in Rural Business Management with a focus on Animal Systems.
I have had a lot of input on the family farm in respect to the sheep as I have run
the Sheep enterprise alongside my dad since 2004 when the family moved over to
Bethungra. As part of running a self-replacing Merino Flock I started a Poll Merino
Stud in 2017. Since finishing University I have worked in the Stock & Station industry
since 2006 and have really found a passion for the Livestock industry.
So with this, I have a real hands-on approach with livestock and get a lot out of
improving livestock production in a practical and cost effective way.
I enjoy helping other people improve their livestock enterprise by understanding the
entire management of the farm and by using my knowledge of the livestock industry.
Duncan Pixley- Senior Livestock Production Advisor
I relocated to Griffith in 2017 with my wife, two young daughters and a retired kelpie
from South Australia.
Previous to this I had been on the land managing stud merino, prime lamb operation
with cattle through to rattle snake antivenom production in South Australia. I have
also spent some time in the Riverina with two different rolls. Jackarooing on Willurah
near Conargo and then Overseer at the AWI research station at Conargo the
Falkner Field station.
I am currently training and learning with Sailing with Disability’s (SWD) to hopefully
become a part of a race crew to undertake the Sydney to Hobart blue water
yacht race in 2019. SWD aims to help people with disability or those in difficult
circumstances to see things in a new way and challenge society’s perception of
those facing disability or disadvantage.

Yvette McKenzie

Duncan Pixley

Riverina Local Land Services

Invites all producers to

A practical feedlot
seminar in Griffith
on Tuesday July 31
The workshop will focus on lamb systems but will
also include some information on cattle
feedlotting.
Topics for the day include:

Details
Griffith Ex-Servicemen’s Club
6/12 Jondaryan Avenue, Griffith, NSW

•

Feedlot design and management

•

Induction protocols

•

Electronic ear tags

•

How to design a feedlot ration

•

Pros and cons of novel feeds

•

Feedlot health problems

•

Carcass traits

•

Forward contracts

•

Producer’s own experiences

Guest speakers on the day will include:

•

Dr Paul Cusack, Australian Livestock Production Services

•

Will McCrohon, Riverina Beef Feedlot - JBS Australia

•

Callum Stewart, Spencer and Bennett

Tuesday 31 July 2018
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
www.facebook.com/riverinalls
www.twitter.com/LLSRiverina

Light refreshments and a light lunch will be provided on the
day. Please RSVP by Friday 27 July 2018 for catering
purposes to:
Sophie Hemley, District Veterinarian
Riverina Local Land Services on 0427 696 895 (call or text) or
via email to sophie.hemley@lls.nsw.gov.au

Give Me 5 For Kids
On the 18th May 2018, the Yenda Group staff entered two teams of 12 to ride
alongside Jason Austin (MMM / Star FM) to raise funds for Give Me 5 4 Kids. Jason
Austin’s aim was to ride for 12 hours straight on the exercise bike, a feat which he
accomplished with ease. All funds raised are donated to the children’s ward of the
Griffith Base Hospital. Each employee committed to ride an hour each as part of the
team. A few spare bikes were at the event allowing people from the general public
to ride alongside Jason Austin and the staff of the Yenda Group and provide their
support. The event was held at Griffith Central and was very successful.
The funds raised for the event was in excess of $16,000 with the Yenda Group
contributing over $6,000 of this.
A raffle for the event was held with three prizes on offer. The first prize was a $1,000
voucher at Yenda Producers, the second prize was a $500 voucher at RWE and the
third prize was a $300 voucher at Yenda Pioneer Butchery which was donated by
Spencer and Bennett. Congratulations to Marie Nehme, Donna McGreal and
Di Jennings who won the raffle prizes respectively.
A big thank you to the Griffith Central, MMM / Star FM, the staff of the Yenda Group
and the general public for their efforts and support to ensuring that the event was a
success.

Fruit & Case Branch

1.

2.

3.

4.
1. Sausage machine
2. Sausage machine
3. Dab pumps
4. Salami mincer
5. Electrocoup stand

5.

These products are
available at our Fruit &
Case Branch, located at
31 Yenda Place, Yenda.
Please call our office on
(02) 6968 1268 for more
information.

S&B Insurance
Fire and hail can strike without warning

As a grain grower it is important that you have a policy to protect your assets.
We understand the issues and challenges faced by growers of broadacre crops and
can arrange crop cover benefits to suit your enterprise, including: 	
• Crop cover for fire, hail, chemical over-spraying and straying livestock
• Storage and transit cover for harvested grain
• Early cover for next season’s winter crops
• Various excess options
Call Lynda & Leonie at Griffith Office 6966 8900 to arrange a quote.
  
SPENCER & BENNETT – YENDA PRODS PTY LTD
Corporate Authorised Representative No. 257472
ABN: 97 080 911 959
T: (02) 6966 8900 | F: (02) 6964 0237 | M: 0409 719 602 (Lynda)
Authorised Representatives of:
NAS Insurance Brokers (the Licensee)
ABN: 60 096 916 184 | ACN: 096 916 184 | AFSL 233750

To see more about our services head to:
www.spencerandbennett.com.au
or
Facebook.com/spencerbennettypc

For Sale

Used Tandem Axle Pastro Tow Spreader
Manufactured 2015. Hydraulically driven.
Capacity Approx 16 cubic mtrs.
Just had over $9,000 spent on replacing rear roller, bearings
replaced in idler rollers.
$50,000 GST Inclusive As is.
Contact Adam on 0269613305 or 0427566639 to arrange
an inspection at the Yenda store.

HELPFUL HINTS FOR MAINTAINING YOUR POOL THIS WINTER:
The most economical way to maintain your pool is to:
CONTINUE TO LOOK AFTER YOUR POOL
Anything else is a false economy; When summer hits, you’ll have to spend even more time & money to
repair the damage caused to your pool by ignoring it over winter……….
Here are a few suggestions to help you (& your pool) through the Winter:
CLEAN FILTRATION EQUIPMENT – including






Empty baskets, skimmer & pump lint pot
Backwash the Sand Filter – OR
Hose out the Cartridge Filter – OR
Take apart the D/E Filter & clean
Clean Chlorinator Cell if Required
RE-BALANCE CHEMICALS:





Adjust alkalinity level to between 80 & 120 ppm.
o To increase the alkalinity, add Sodium Bicarbonate to the pool (never more than 2 kilos per
day)
o The re-balancing of alkalinity (to lower levels) will be addressed when re-balancing the pH
levels.
Adjust pH to between 7.2 & 7.6
o To reduce the pH Level, add Pool Acid (no more than 500mls at a time)
o To increase the pH Level, add Soda Ash
SUPER CHLORINATE YOUR POOL (applies to all :



Shock Dose your pool with Chlorine with:
o 500gms of Granular Chlorine for a 50,000 litre pool OR
o 10 litres of Liquid Chlorine
ADDITION OF ALGAECIDE



Add a Long Life Algaecide, at the recommended dosage, for your specific Volume of Pool Water.
RUN POOL FILTRATION EQUIPMENT:




For at least 8 hours to thoroughly mix chemicals during the process of re-balancing.
Adjust filter timer to operate between 3-4 hours per day, to maintain over the Winter.

USE MAINTAINING
A POOL BLANKET/COVER:
HELPFUL HINTS FOR
YOUR POOL THIS WINTER:
 If installing a Pool Cover, over Winter, wait until the Chlorine Level has reduced to between 2ppm
The most economical way to maintain your pool is to:
& 3ppm.
 Reduce the Chlorine Production Output (CPO on your Chlorinator). The Pool Cover will maintain
CONTINUE TO LOOK AFTER YOUR POOL
90% of the Chlorine (produced by your Chlorinator) in the Pool, as opposed to loosing 70% of
Chlorine in an uncovered Pool.
Anything else is a false economy; When summer hits, you’ll have to spend even more time & money to
 Check the Chlorine Level after one (1) week. If the result is between 2 & 3ppm, you will only need
repair the damage caused to your pool by ignoring it over winter……….
to check levels every two (2) weeks thereafter. If the Level is higher, you will need to reduce the
Chlorine Production (via CPO), re-checking levels one (1) week later.
Here are a few suggestions to help you (& your pool) through the Winter:
 Check & adjust the pH Level every two (2) weeks.

CLEAN FILTRATION EQUIPMENT – including
CHECK WATER LEVELS
 Empty baskets, skimmer & pump lint pot
 The water level must sit half way up the skimmer box.
 Backwash the Sand Filter – OR
 Hose out the Cartridge Filter – OR
***IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WHEN MIXING POOL CHEMICALS, WITH
 Take apart the D/E Filter & clean
BUCKET – THAT YOU ALWAYS FOLLOW THIS RULE:
 Clean Chlorinator Cell if Required

WATER – IN A

ONLY ADD CHEMICALS TO WATER
RE-BALANCE CHEMICALS:




NEVER ADD WATER TO CHEMICALS
Adjust alkalinity level to between 80 & 120 ppm.
o To increase the alkalinity, add Sodium Bicarbonate to the pool (never more than 2 kilos per
day)
o The re-balancing of alkalinity (to lower levels) will be addressed when re-balancing the pH
levels.
Adjust pH to between 7.2 & 7.6
o To reduce the pH Level, add Pool Acid (no more than 500mls at a time)
o To increase the pH Level, add Soda Ash
SUPER CHLORINATE YOUR POOL (applies to all :



Shock Dose your pool with Chlorine with:
o 500gms of Granular Chlorine for a 50,000 litre pool OR
o 10 litres of Liquid Chlorine
ADDITION OF ALGAECIDE



Add a Long Life Algaecide, at the recommended dosage, for your specific Volume of Pool Water.
RUN POOL FILTRATION EQUIPMENT:




For at least 8 hours to thoroughly mix chemicals during the process of re-balancing.
Adjust filter timer to operate between 3-4 hours per day, to maintain over the Winter.

Horticulture update
As we approach a new growing season for horticultural crops, pre-emergent herbicides
can be considered to reduce weed pressure throughout the growing season. Applying
pre-emergent herbicides, can reduce the amount of knockdown sprays which may be
required. Pre-emergent herbicides should ideally be timed prior to rainfall, as this will allow
the chemical to activate on the soil surface. Different products require different amounts of
rainfall within a given period to achieve highest product efficacy.
Oil sprays for stone fruit and nut crops should be applied to control various insect pests
including scale and mites. Timing of oil sprays should be conducted during full dormancy
as applying oil close to bud movement can burn buds if a frost occurs. With oil sprays,
applying a higher water rate is vital so that all parts of the tree are covered.
The 2018/19 AWRI dogbook for grape growers has recently been released containing
changes in new and removed constituents as well as updated withholding periods for
certain products. Some of the main updates include Prolectus changing withholding period
from EL 25 (80% capfall) to EL 29 (4mm berries) and Acrobat/ Sphinx from EL 25 (80%
capfall) to EL 31 (7mm berries). One other key change is the 30 day withholding period
now applies for all herbicide active constituents. If weed control is required within this
period contact your winery prior to spraying. A PDF version of the dogbook can be
downloaded from the AWRI website, www.awri.com.au.
New product Miravis, has recently gained registration for use in potatoes to control early
blight (target spot) and powdery mildew in grapes. Miravis is a group 7 fungicide and
contains the active ingredient Pydiflumetofen. Miravis has a withholding period of EL 19
(start of flowering) in wine grapes, this can be found within the 2018/19 viticulture dogbook.
Intuity is another new product which has recently gained registration for blossom blight and
brown rot in stonefruit. Intuity contains the active ingredient Mandestrobin, which is a new
active from the Strobilurin group 11 of fungicides. Intuity has a withholding period of 7 days
for harvest. Consult your YPC horticulturalist for further information on Intuity.
Citrus growers are reminded to continue monitoring their traps and fruit for fruit fly. If fruit
fly is detected, start or maintain a bait spray program.

Follow us on Facebook, Yenda Producers Co-operative Society Ltd,
for news and updates.

Agronomy update
Are we applying enough nitrogen to achieve high yields in grit corn?
Five rates of Big N were applied upfront to see if there was a yield response to increasing
rates of nitrogen.
Trial details:
•
•
•
•
•

All treatments had:

Location: Yanco
Soil type: red clay loam
Corn variety: P1756
Row spacing: 36 inches
On beds

• Granulock Z @ 200kg/ha as starter
• Urea @250kg/ha over two waters before tassling

Treatments:
Big N was applied at different nitrogen rates prior to sowing.
TREATMENT
1

NITROGEN(KG/HA)
200

2

250

3

300

4

350

5

400

Results:
All treatments standardised to 14% moisture.
TREATMENT NITROGEN(KG/HA) YIELD (T/HA)
1
200
13.96
2

250

14.19

3

300

14.44

4

350

14.84

5

400

15.50

Things to note:
• Infiltration intrial was an issue, wouldn’t sub all the way through
• This impacted upon root growth and resticted yield

Take home message:
Increases in nitrogen resulted in an increase in yield. However, all other agronomy factors also
need to be considered to achieve high yields.

Prune Recipe
Chicken Meatballs with hidden veg and prunes, served with lemony
yoghurt dipping sauce

Makes about 25
Level of difficulty: Easy
INGREDIENTS

Heat 2 tbsp olive oil in a deep frypan and cook
the meatballs, turning regularly until cooked
through and crisp on the outside.

A delicious, quick and healthy lunch or
dinner that the entire family will love.

YOGURT DIPPING SAUCE:

500gm chicken mince

Stir together

1 carrot, grated

1 cup natural yoghurt +

1 zucchini, grated

1 tbsp lemon juice +

½ onion, finely diced

Salt and pepper

1 egg
zest and juice of 1 lemon
small bunch of coriander
½ cup Australian pitted prunes
2 cups fresh breadcrumbs
2 cloves garlic, minced

Recipe owned by: The Australian Prune
Industry Association @ausprunes

METHOD
Pour hot water over the prunes and leave to
soak for 5 minutes. Then drain and chop the
prunes finely (or blitz in a food processer if you
prefer.)
Mix all ingredients together and with wet hands
form balls.
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