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Get to Know your Co-op Better
Over the next few issues of our newsletter we will be publishing a number of short articles which will be
aimed at educating our members and the community about our co-operative – Yenda Producers
Co-operative Society Ltd.
The best place to start will be understanding the history or our co-op and then looking at the key principles
that makes a Co-op different from most other business structures.
History – Yenda Producers Co-op
Yenda Producers Co-op was registered on 24th July 1925 under the NSW Co-operatives Act 1923. The
purpose of the Co-op was to create economies of scale for our soldier settler farmers who had returned
from WWI to start their new lives farming. Around the same time the NSW government had embarked on
a scheme to divert water back inland to ‘drought proof’ the interior of NSW, establishing the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Area (MIA).
Yenda Producers Co-op was able to help these ‘new’ farmers handle and market their produce as well as
improving their buying power through collective purchasing on behalf of the farmers. The Yenda Producers
Co-op like all co-ops is founded on seven basic principles. These principles are:
1st Principle: Voluntary and Open Membership
Co-operatives are voluntary organisations, open to all persons able to use their services and willing to
accept the responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination.
2nd Principle: Democratic Member Control
Co-operatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting
their policies and making decisions. In primary co-operatives members have equal voting rights (one
member, one vote).
3rd Principle: Member Economic Participation
Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their co-operative. The capital
and profits from the co-operative are used in two main ways to benefit members. 1. Provide additional
services for members and 2. Provide returns to members through the payment of Rebates on purchases
and dividends on members capital.
4th Principle: Autonomy and Independence
Co-operatives are autonomous, self-help organisations controlled by their members. If they enter into
agreements with other organisations, including governments, or raise capital from external sources, they do
so on terms that ensure democratic control by their members and maintain their co-operative autonomy.
5th Principle: Education, Training and Information
Co-operatives provide education and training for their members, elected representatives, managers,
and employees so they can contribute effectively to the development of their co-operatives. They inform
the general public - particularly young people and opinion leaders - about the nature and benefits of cooperation.
6th Principle: Co-operation among Co-operatives
Co-operatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the co-operative movement by working
together through local, national, regional and international structures.
7th Principle: Concern for Community
Co-operatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies approved by their
members and support and investment in their local communities.
Next Newsletter we will look at the key differences between Co-operatives and other privately-owned
businesses.

Horticulture update
Horticultural crops are growing well this spring due to the relatively dry canopy conditions and the absence
of late frosts. Although, many very windy days, above average relative humidity, and variable rain events,
and some very hot periods, have conspired to provide unusual weather conditions. Grapes and Prunes
have undergone a long and protracted fruit set and may have implications for high variability of ripening
among fruit. Watering over winter, for those that could, has paid off, as evidenced by more even bunch and
fruit counts.
Insect pressure has been higher due to a dry winter and spring. High numbers of Heliothis have been
observed in Prunes blocks. Light-brown Apple Moth numbers have been high in traps and many
vineyards have had evidence of activity. Knockdown LBAM sprays (Proclaim, Avatar) have 56 days WHP,
and should be used Pre-Bunch closure to have maximum effect on grubs inside the bunch.
Powdery Mildew (PM) has started (Late Nov.) in some Chardonnay and will no doubt manifest itself in
other varieties leading up to and after Christmas. Growers are advised that there is very little that can
be done to eradicate PM once it takes hold. Any of the registered sprays that can be applied within the
available With-Holding Period (WHP) will only stop PM from spreading and will not kill the fungus. High
temperatures are more likely to render the fungus dormant.
Downy Mildew (DM) has been observed in some blocks. Eradicants for DM are available (Axiom,
Ridomil) and the usual protectants can be used up to 30 days WHP. The likelihood of Botrytis will be
weather-dependent leading into ripening. Conditions so far have been good, despite some days where
vines received rain while flowering. These vines should be closely monitored for Botrytis after Baume
reaches 11o. Rovral, which was previously used in January – up to 7 days from harvest, is no longer able
to be used for wine-grapes destined for export into the European Union. So, check with your winery
before thinking about using this product.
Citrus growers are asked to consult with packers as the allowable use of Chlorpyriphos (Lorsban,
Strike-Out) on fruit destined for USA.
Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF) counts in traps are in low numbers as of Late November and may be
a reflection of the dry winter/spring. Recent rain may increase their activity. Baiting every 2 weeks is
encouraged, more frequent baiting if trap numbers indicate higher population pressures. Citrus Gall
Wasp (CGW) emergence is currently occurring, YPC Horticultural Staff can advise you on your Navel or
Valencia strategies for controlling this increasingly important pest.

Nut News
General
• Almonds have finished pit hardening and are in the fruit enlargement phase.
• Walnuts are beginning to size up and the cooler spring has allowed good, vigorous leaf 			
growth.
• Strong winds during November has caused some moderate fruit drop in all orchards.
Fertiliser
• Cooler soil temperature has meant inconsistent fertiliser uptake, especially Trace elements.
• Most growers have finished or about to finish the spring fertiliser program. Nitrogen 			
applications in December can make Hull Rot disease more severe.
• Some foliar nutrients are still being applied with fungicides to promote fruit size and leaf 			
health.
Disease
• With the regular showers of rain and higher humidity there are patches of Bacterial
		 Spot appearing on susceptible Almond varieties, such as Wood Colony, Monterey & 			
Independence.
• Also showing up on older trees is Anthracnose and Lower Limb Dieback.
• There are reports of Rust being seen in some southern orchards after heavy storms. None 		
seen in NSW (yet).
Insects
• There have been low to moderate levels of Bryobia Mite across most farms and a few 			
blocks have applied a miticide, while most other blocks have good levels of predatory 			
insects keeping the numbers to a low level.
• There are reports of a few 2 Spotted Mite being seen in Victoria, so they can be expected in 		
NSW as the weather heats up.
• Some significant levels of grub pests have been seen earlier in November (Heliothis,
		 Light Brown Apple Moth & Codling Moth) across all crops but these have been treated
		 or numbers decreased due to predator activity. Carob Moth can be found in most almond 		
orchards (in last year’s mummy nuts) so orchard hygiene is essential to reduce damage at 			
harvest.
Events
• Australian Almond Conference – Melbourne at end of Oct. Key statements were that
		 the Australian almond industry is expected to continue to expand for another 2 or 3
		 years, reaching about 150,000 tonne of annual production (around 70,000 ha planted).
		 This is in comparison to the USA industry which is expected to reach about 1.3 million 			
tonnes within 5 years.
• Brent Holtz & David Haviland from the University of California visited Griffith after the 			
Almond Conference and spoke about Hull Rot and Carob Moth. The main messages were: 			
- To reduce Hull Rot, do not over fertilise & water at the start of hull split;
		 To reduce Carob Moth, reduce number of last years’ mummy nuts.
• Staff from Vic, SA & NSW departments of agriculture have visited some almond 				
orchards in the Riverina in November as part of the Integrated Pest & Disease Management 			
program to identify and survey any significant disease issues within the orchards.
For any further information on nut production, please feel free to Peter Reynolds on mobile 0427566871 or
visit him at the Yenda Prods Griffith store.

2019 Soil Testing
With harvest wrapped up it is time to turn our concentration to the coming 2019 season. With harvest
results very mixed due to a variable season it is important to have a nutrition strategy that reflects our 2018
removal of grain and hay as well as inherent background fertility. Recent increases in fertiliser prices also
put more emphasis on getting the best return on your investment.
Soil testing is a critical part of any cropping plan and makes up the most important decision-making
component for our cropping and pasture systems. A simple soil test directly reflects the paddock health
and whether fertiliser rates can be decreased due to a lack of production last season. In combination with
nutrient removal maps it can be a valuable tool to ensure you are targeting higher production areas in your
fields with adequate nutrition and not cutting better performing areas out by making a blanket assessment
of applying lower P rates.
With the current summer rainfall pattern and increased levels of stored soil moisture going into 2019
season it will be critical to ensure crops get away early and access deep stored moisture in the profile as
evident in 2018 season.
Your strategy for soil testing this season should take into consideration each part of your farming system to
ensure you maximise the benefits from testing as well as highlighting any shortfalls that may be evident.

Water Cartage
Yenda Producers Fruit and Case branch will commence potable water deliveries to customers shortly.
The Yenda Producers have purchased a 15 000 litre water tank for the purpose of supplying deliveries to
our customers. Follow us on facebook and keep up to date with the commencement date.
Enquiries can be made by calling the Fruit and Case branch on 6968 1268.

Binya Pasture Trial
This season the Yenda Prods agronomists in conjunction with Auswest seeds established a dryland pasture
trial at Binya. With a very challenging season it gave us the opportunity to assess how different varieties
performed in a very limited rainfall year. A number of pastures were sown including: Sub clovers, medics,
bisurella, serradella, Lucerne and some shot gun mixes, including cocksfoot and fescue.
The standout plots were:
• Arrowleaf clover, which gave us good early biomass but does have limited seed set, which would be
		 excellent for short pasture phase.
• Cheetah barrel medic, didn’t give a lot of early biomass but was sufficient seed set
		

• Hycon rose clover – an oldie but a goodie! Showing its true colours handling a very tough season
with an excellent seed set as shown below

		

• Bisurella –in our trial we showed bisurellas low tolerance to herbicides. Other fields sown locally 		
generated an excellent seed set for the season.

This will give our agronomist and clients vital information on how to plan pasture strategies going into 2019
and beyond. If you require any further information please feel free to contact any of our agronomists.
A big thank you to the Rowston Family, Binya for cooperating with us for the trial site.

Hycon rose clover

Cheetah barell medic

Arrowleaf clover

For Sale By Tender
Surplus to Requirements at Akazien Hof Site:
1) International 866 tractor. Unverified Hours.

2) Kobelco LK600 Wheel Loader. Unverified Hours.

3) TCM 850A Wheel Loader with roll over grain bucket. Unverified Hours.

4) 40’ Auger. Green tube, grey frame. No motor.
5) 40’ Auger. Grey Tube, red frame. No motor.

6) Bedford Rigid Tipper Unregistered.

Inspection of all items by appointment only at location Akazien Hof Grain & Fertiliser, 12
Calrose Avenue Coleambally. Call Richard Hart to arrange on 0427 5666 14.
Tenders should be submitted in a sealed envelope marked; Att: Adam Signor “Akazien
Hof Surplus Equipment Tender”.
Tenders can be mailed to Yenda Producers P.O. Box 19 Yenda, NSW, 2681.
Tenders close January 31st 2019.
Yenda Producers reserves the right not to accept the highest tender if it is perceived not to
meet value expectations.
All items are to be sold “As Is”
Yenda Producers are not providing and warranty or guarantees. It is the responsibility of
those tendering to ensure items are fit for use.
All tenders to Include GST.
For those successful in tendering, payment of items will be due in full within 14 days of being
advised of tender outcomes.
It is the responsibility of successful bidders to remove items from the Coleambally site within
14 days of payment made.
Appointments to pick up items are to be pre-arranged with Richard Hart.
Tender Submissions forms are available from your nearest Yenda Producer’s store or
Akazien Hof Grain & fertiliser Coleambally.
Any general enquiries regarding this tender can be directed to Adam Signor Ph 02
6961 3305 or 0427 5666 39.

Shareholders Christmas Party
Once again, the shareholders Christmas party has come around!
On Saturday 8th December, Yenda Prods & Fruit & Case branch held their Christmas party at Memorial
Park.
The beautiful voice of Sabrina Finch set the tone for the evening, playing endless original and acoustic
covers throughout the night.
Children were lucky enough to have their face painted by Ruby and her trusty assistant Aurora and a
jumping castle provided endless fun for the littlies. The heat didn’t deter the older kids from having a crack
at a game of basketball!
Good company, a cold bevy and food aplenty with a lovely meal, provided by In Bocca Catering, ensured a
good night was had by all.
Last but not least, we would like to thank local Eats N Sweets who helped top off the night with their fancy
dippin’ dots ice cream!
Thanks must go to Laurie & Jim, John & Peter who helped with the preparations and set up on the day.
Can’t forget Isaac and Brady and new faces Riley and Maxx who were roped in at the last minute! Clean up
was swift with the many helpers who chipped in at the end of the night. Your help was greatly appreciated
and didn’t go unnoticed.

Animal Health Update
Scanning….. How important is it?
With a dry year behind us and hopefully not one in front of us, we are faced with the numbers game. How
many head do we keep or what do we keep?
Scanning is one of the cheapest management tools that we, as farmers, can use to stop carrying the ‘dead
wood’ of our livestock. The average cost of running a ewe is $67 a year and in a dry year could be more.
It could mean that you are feeding a dry ewe that is actually costing you money. By using the scanning
management practice we can find out which stock are potentially going to give us a profit.
Scanning should be done approximately 100 days after rams go in or 42 days after they come out. This
is the optimum time to see the foetus clearly and also see multiples. By using this timing you can draft off
single and multiple bearing ewes so you can manage the feed requirements for these mobs to optimise
lamb survival and reduce the loses of ewes to Pregnancy Toxaemia and other pregnancy related deaths.
Once the dry ewes are taken off, a decision needs to be made as to whether they are given a second
chance or to sell regardless. Personally, I scan my maiden ewes and the dry ewes are given a generic tag
as identification. If they have a lamb (that’s right, the scanners are not 100% accurate, but not far from it)
the tag is cut out and they remain in the mob. Once they are scanned the next year, the ‘double dry’ ewes
are sold.
As a manager we don’t always get it right and maybe we had the ewes too fat or not enough shade or
weather conditions are not favourable during joining. Maybe it is even the rams but by scanning you can
look at all points of view on why they did not get in lamb.
Either way, scanning will help you determine what to expect during the lambing period and manage the
stock with knowing the pregnancy rates.
Please do not hesitate to discuss this with your local Livestock Production Officer if you would like further
information.

We hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and we
wish you all the best for a prosperous New Year!

Prune Recipe
Pune Bliss Ball
Makes 10 serves; vegan, dairy free, gluten free.
Prep time: 10 minutes
Level of Difficulty: Easy
The perfect healthy morning, afternoon or lunch box snack. After trying this you’ll use
prunes as the binding ingredient for every future bliss ball you make. Delicious.
Ingredients
1 cup toasted unsalted cashews
1/3 cup cocoa
1 tbsp each chia, pepita, sunflower seeds
1 tsp vanilla
pinch salt
2 tbsp coconut oil, melted
1 tbsp maple syrup
1 cup Australian pitted prunes
3 drops orange essential oil or a tsp of orange zest (optional).
Desiccated coconut (for rolling)
Method
Cover the prunes in boiling water for 5 minutes, then drain.
Blitz all ingredients together in a food processer until smooth.
Ball into small golf ball size balls with wet hands and roll in desiccated coconut.
Makes 10, store in fridge.
Recipe owned by: The Australian Prune Industry Association @ausprunes
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