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As the 1st July 2020 fast approaches, the excitement is growing as we transition our two new branches 
under the Yenda Producers Co-operative umbrella.

Under the guidance of our Leeton Branch Manager Chris Butler, our staff have been busily working on 
transitioning many of the backend functions to ensure a relatively smooth transition on our Go-Live date at the 
start of next month. Andy, Darren and the NorMac Rural staff will continue to run the business as normal until 
the end of June.

For those shareholders who may not be aware, your Co-op has invested in an established rural business based 
near the NSW/Victorian border. The Board of Directors and Management have seen an opportunity to diversify 
our business and spread our risk by operating in another region. In doing so, we are still investing in rural retail 
and services, the core of our business focus.

The NorMac Rural business was founded by Andy Norling and Darren McCormick in 2010 and has grown into 
a key rural supply and service business in the border area of Victoria. NorMac Rural operates two outlets, with 
their main branch at Baranduda (near Wodonga) and the other at Wangaratta.

The NorMac Rural branches will become the Yenda Producers Co-op’s fifth and sixth branches and will run in 
conjunction with our existing branches of Yenda, Fruit and Case, Leeton and Griffith. We are also pleased  
that all of the permanent NorMac Rural staff have committed to staying on within the new business structure.

One of the attractions of NorMac Rural joining the Co-op is that 
the culture within the current business is closely aligned to our 
Co-ops, with customer service and community as the focus. 

As with our existing shareholders, our new shareholders from  
the border region will be eligible to participate in the benefits of 
our dividend and rebate reward scheme, as well as our provision 
of services. 

Thank you for your continued support and we are looking forward 
to a successful new venture for all our Co-operative shareholders.

New NorMac Rural Branches – July 1, 2020

NorMac Rural Team Darren McCormick and Andy Norling.

Yenda Prods regularly sponsors clubs, events and groups from Yenda, Griffith and surrounding 
towns and villages. This quarter we were pleased to support:

Country Education Fund

Leeton Jockey Club

Sponsorships

Yenda Golf Club

Circus Quirkus
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Agronomy Report

Irrigated winter crops have established well on fallow 
paddocks with emphasis now being put on optimising 
yield and assessing different water use strategies 
to maximise our returns per megalitre. Nitrogen 
management is critical in this and should correspond 
with the irrigation strategy that is being adopted. 
Winter crops planted following a summer crop (rice/
cotton/corn) have proved challenging due to the 
excessive moisture we have had to deal with. Some 
paddocks that had a summer crop planted were left 
out for the winter season, and scheduled for another 
summer crop in 2021. 

Early sown dryland crops have benefitted from good 
early rainfall and growing conditions which has led to 
significant quantities of feed for those with livestock, 
and good bulk and root development for those who 
are looking to push grain yields. A good, well-timed 
rainfall within the next couple of months will help 
these crops reach full potential. 

Currently, Yenda Producers has two winter trials in 
place, one for the irrigation system in Benerembah 
and the other on a dryland system in Binya. Both 
are assessing different varieties, fertiliser treatments 
and fungicide treatments and are an effective way of 
gauging new products and practices. This helps us to 
assess how we may be able to improve what we are 
currently doing, so we will keep everyone posted on 
how these trials progress within the coming months. 

Winter crops are off to a fantastic start for the 2020 season thanks to some much-needed rainfall 
throughout April providing an opportunity for our growers to establish their crops with good  
moisture. Sub-soil moisture is good across many of our soil types which will stand our crops  
in good stead to reach their full potential, if the season allows. 
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GENERAL

•	 With a few days of cold, wet weather during May, the almond and walnut trees are finally starting  
	 to defoliate. Some younger trees still have a full canopy of green leaves.

•	 According to almond farmers and processors, the 2020 season has been “good but not excellent” in terms 	
	 of yield and good in respect to quality. Many growers have reported slightly smaller kernels, especially on 	
	 trees with heavy crop loads or under some stress. The spring was generally cool, allowing good vegetative 	
	 growth but not great for nut sizing. The extreme heat during late summer increased water usage but 	
	 assisted with opening the hulls.

•	 Walnuts achieved good quality and yields from a combination of good spring weather and careful  
	 crop management. 

•	 Most growers have commenced with defoliation sprays, using either Urea, Zinc Sulphate, or a combination 	
	 of both. There is some discussion about the value compared to cost of defoliating young trees. Certainly, 	
	 bearing trees should be defoliated but the value of defoliating non-bearing trees will be a decision made  
	 by each grower.

DISEASE

•	 With hot dry summer conditions there were 		
	 minimal leaf diseases seen during autumn.  
	 Some bacterial spot was noticed late in the  
	 season on some varieties following some  
	 wet weather.

•	 If pruning or hedging is carried out during 		
	 autumn, a copper-based fungicide spray as  
	 soon as possible after hedging will provide 		
	 protection against bacterial infections entering 	
	 the limb wounds.

•	 The Australian Almond Board are reporting that 	
	 there is increased concern from Europe regarding 	
	 chemical residues, so all growers need to check 	
	 with their buyers or processors to ensure their 	
	 2020/21 spray programs are compliant.

Nut News

FERTILISER

•	 Post-harvest fertiliser application has been 		
	 completed, the cool and wet autumn has been 	
	 ideal for allowing the trees to recover after harvest.

INSECTS

•	 Carob Moth and Carpophilus Beetle were 		
	 reported to suddenly increase during late harvest 	
	 in all production areas, causing damage to some 	
	 almond crops. It is essential to carry out good 	
	 orchard hygiene during winter to reduce  
	 carry-over of eggs. This involves removing as 	
	 many mummy nuts from the trees as possible  
	 and destroying them by mulching.

•	 There were spring infestations of Heliothis,  
	 Carob Moth and Codling Moth in walnuts, 		
	 resulting in insecticide applications being  
	 applied to good effect.

For any further information on nut production, please call 

Peter Reynolds on 0427 566 871 or visit him at the Yenda Prods Griffith store.
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Horticulture News

Although the winter weather took its time to kick in, most trees and vines had dropped their leaves by June. 

Herbicide applications prior to leaf fall maintained reasonable floor hygiene throughout the area.  
A backup application took place in early June for winter weeds such as Ryegrass that emerged following  
some much-welcomed rain events leading into the winter period. 

Pre-emergent herbicides can play a significant role in summer weed control but can only be applied during 
the dormancy period. All pre-emergents need to be washed in by rainfall or with overhead or flood irrigation, 
and generally left until the later part of the winter period to get the best out of the active constituent being 
considered. Length of control does vary between products, as well as what weeds are controlled so we 
recommend discussing your property needs and concerns with your local agronomist. They can help you 
to determine which pre-emergent herbicide suits your needs if you are considering residual control for the 
coming season. 

Some late season summer vegetable crops were still being harvested towards the end of May, with markets 
slowing right down once the Coronavirus kicked in. Most growers opted to store in bins with hopes that the 
demand for their stock in storage will change once the restaurants and clubs start to trade again as this will  
see a rise in produce movement in the metropolitan markets. 

Winter vegetables had a great start to the season; with 
more than desirable weather conditions assisting in 
early vegetative growth which assisted in some solid, 
early bulking in crops such as onions, garlic, broccolini, 
beetroot and potatoes. With no frost events before 
June 1, plants continued to set up a nice frame for 
the colder months ahead. Pest pressure was at an 
all time high, with constant monitoring and pesticide 
applications needed to maintain adequate threshold 
levels and minimise damage throughout all crops listed.

In grapes, a vine moth incursion did cause some 
defoliation in patches around the growing area; even 
where control methods were put in place. Vine moth 
generations can occur 2-3 times in a season with the 
first usually around October. Not generally a pest 
to consider controlling but following numbers seen 
this Autumn, there could be more than an average 
emergence during the spring period. 
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Although the winter weather took it’s time to kick in, most trees and vines had dropped their leaves by June.  

Herbicide applications prior to leaf fall maintained reasonable floor hygiene throughout the area. A backup 
application took place in early June for winter weeds such as Ryegrass that emerged following some much-
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Length of control does vary between products, as well as what weeds are controlled so w e recommend discussing 
your property needs and concerns with your local agronomist. They can help you to determine which pre-emergent 
herbicide suits your needs if you are considering residual control for the coming season.  

Some late season summer vegetable crops were still being harvested towards the end of May, with markets slowing 
right down once the Corona Virus kicked in. Most growers opting to store in bins with hopes that the demand for 
their stock in storage will change once the restaurants and clubs start to trade again as this will see a rise in produce 
movement in the metropolitan markets.  
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The below message was released regarding M3 and M5 Fungicide usage this upcoming growing season. 
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22 May 2020

New restrictions on the number of Group M3 and Group M5 fungicide sprays

Changes to the recommendations for Group M3 and Group M5 fungicides will appear in the 
2020/2021 ‘Dog book’.

The recommended number of sprays of Group M3 fungicides is now limited to no more than three 
sprays per season.

The Group M3 fungicides are known collectively as dithiocarbamates. The dithiocarbamate active 
constituents registered for use in wine-grape production are mancozeb, metiram, propineb, thiram, 
zineb and ziram. The fungal targets for these active constituents include black spot, downy mildew 
and phomopsis cane and leaf spot.

Note that the limit of three sprays per season includes when Group M3 fungicides are coformulated 
with other active constituents such as metalaxyl (-M).

A change has also been made to the restriction on use for mancozeb which is ‘Use no later than E-L 
31, berries pea-size (not > 7 mm diameter)’.

The number of sprays of Group M5 fungicides is also now limited to no more than three sprays per 
season. Chlorothalonil is the only Group M5 fungicide. The fungal targets for chlorothalonil are black 
spot, botrytis bunch rot and downy mildew.

Make sure to take the time to speak to your Agronomist regarding this eBulletin for further usage clarification.

The below message was released regarding M3 and M5 Fungicide usage this upcoming growing season.

AGROCHEMICAL UPDATE - MAY 2020
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Pomefruit and Stone fruit – Once pruning or hedging is carried out, a spray of a copper-based fungicide soon 
after this exercise will provide protection against possible bacterial infections entering the limb wounds then 
ideally applied again before budburst. Oils are required for scale and mite eggs during the latter part of the 
dormant period and the most effective application is when used with high water volumes. This is achieved 
when the “instead of the trees” are showing signs to the point of runoff – an optimum pest control strategy  
for the season ahead.

Citrus – With the winter navel harvest now underway it  
is a good time to make some observations and records. 
Crop loads can give an indication of what sort of flowering 
to expect next spring and may help determine what 
strategies you can implement in each block during 
winter to manage this. Winter GA treatment may be 
an option if you expect a heavy flower, lo-bi urea if you 
expect a light flower. Pruning and hedging after harvest 
can also be used to help regulate your crop load and 
fruit quality next season. Pruning, hedging and skirting 
are also useful tools in the management of citrus gall 
wasp. DPI research showed the removal of galls from the 
tree at least two months prior to expected emergence is 
effective in stopping the life cycle without having to burn 
or mulch removed galls.

Observations of red scale and other pests should also 
be recorded so that a management program can be 
implemented in spring. Targeting juveniles early in the 
season is a more effective pest control strategy. Think 
about what new weeds may have ‘suddenly appeared’ 
in your orchard or ‘old favourites’ that seem to no 
longer be controlled by your current weed management 
strategies and make a new weed control plan for the 
coming season. For suggestions or help please contact 
your local Yenda Prods Horticulture Agronomist to assist 
in your decision making.

Horticulture News continued

The Australian Almond Board have just recently made the decision  
to postpone the 2020 Australian Almond Conference until mid-October 2021.  
This is based on current government advice and the limitations for interstate  

and overseas travel.

EVENTS
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Pasture Assessment
Pasture is a vital asset to your business. It is important both for the profitability of your livestock  
and cropping enterprises. Assessing the quantity of pasture available can assist with short-term  
feed budgeting, and help to predict how many days we can run a certain class of stock without  
having them damage the crop or lose condition. 

When talking pasture, we talk in terms of Feed On Offer (FOO), which is every bit of plant material above the 
ground. This is determined by the amount of Dry Matter Per Hectare or DM/Ha. You may hear agronomists 
talk of biomass; Dry Matter is essentially this less the water component. The water component is of no use 
to livestock production. Dry Matter contains all the organic and inorganic nutrient components of feedstuffs 
needed by livestock for growth and production, hence why in pasture assessment we only measure the DM. 
It is measured by taking a cutting with a pasture ring, weighing that cutting, then taking a subsample to be 
dried to measure its DM percentage. The maths then becomes quite simple as we work it over the hectares 
of the paddock and determine the amount of DSE (Dry Sheep Equivalent) that can be run per day. This allows 
us to determine either how many head you place on that feed or if you have stock already, how long that 
feed will last (useful for trading or agistment). This method can be used on both green feed and stubbles.

We can take this a step further and get feed tests done 
to assess the quality of the FOO. Usually this is predicted 
at the time of year, but as we start to get later into the 
season the quality does dwindle. These tests can be 
particularly helpful during the summer months to ration 
hay and/or grain which can potentially provide major 
cost savings.

FOO can be assessed over a twelve-month period in  
a feed budget to predict how much feed you may have, 
or how much conserved fodder you may potentially  
need to buy in or cut. This can only be estimated due  
to invariable climatic conditions but is just as useful  
as paddock plans provided for you by our agronomists.  
It can be taken further by adding a dollar value to  
both conserved fodder and livestock, and adjusting  
can determine potential benefits of differing  
operational methods.

Next time you are questioning how much pasture you 
have or how much livestock you can run for a set period 
of time, give us a call. Ask for Duncan Pixley or Casey 
Gilbert, we are more than happy to help. 

Duncan Pixley	 0447 566 619   
Casey Gilbert	 0437 566 646

Figure 1: Pasture cuts taken of an oat and 
vetch crop that was 300 to 400 mm in height 
that revealed a reading of 7.3 Tonnes DM/
Ha which is capable of holding 100 50kg dry 
ewes on a single hectare for 31 days or 456 
50kg dry ewes for a week without damaging 
the pasture.
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2020/21 Weather Patterns

WHAT SYSTEMS AFFECT THE RIVERINA?

The SAM and STR weather systems affect the Riverina 
for a short period of time, not necessarily impacting 
drought conditions as compared to ENSO or IOD.

ENSO and IOD are generally attributed to long 
droughts or wetter years, affecting the Riverina  
for longer periods of time, from a few months  
to a few years. 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Australians praying for rainfall can monitor the  
IOD and ENSO weather systems. 

Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) reported the wettest 
year on record in 1974, when a negative IOD phase 
coincided with the La Niña phase of ENSO.

WHAT IS IOD?

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), in simple terms, is a 
weather system affecting temperatures on the east 
and west Indian Ocean. Shifting temperatures directly 
affect evaporation rates, increasing or decreasing 
moisture in the atmosphere.

HOW DOES IT AFFECT RAINFALL?

Moisture can be shifted toward or away from Australia 
on the positive or negative phase of the IOD, typically 
affecting winter and spring rainfall. 

When IOD enters a negative phase, east Indian 
Ocean temperatures increase. Coinciding strong 
winds (moving anti-clockwise) push moisture toward 
Australia providing significant rainfall to our region.

WHAT IS ENSO?

El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) weather system 
affects temperatures on the central and eastern 
Pacific Ocean. ENSO also affects trade winds between 
the Americas and Asia. 

Australian droughts and wet seasons are directly 
influenced by ENSO entering the positive or negative 
phase. BOM and other weather forecast networks 
affectionately name the phases El Niño and La Niña.

HOW WEATHER PATTERNS IN AUSTRALIA CHANGE

Australian weather patterns are directly affected by a series of weather systems, often known  
as ‘climate drivers’.

Weather systems shift atmospheric wind patterns and ocean temperatures, influencing both rainfall  
and temperature variability across the country. The weather systems affecting Australia include:

•	 El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO)	 •	 Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) 

•	 Sub-Tropical Ridge (STR)	 •	 Southern Annual Mode (SAM) 

•	 Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)
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LA NIÑA

La Niña is the negative phase of ENSO and  
significantly increases rainfall in Australia;  
a saving grace for Australian farmers. 

Pacific trade winds move clockwise and become 
stronger, pushing moisture toward Asia. Under  
typical La Niña conditions, Australia and the  
Asian continent receive a higher amount of  
rainfall during winter and spring.

EL NIÑO

El Niño is the positive phase of ENSO and can 
substantially reduce rainfall in Australia, being  
a key contributor to drought. 

When Pacific trade winds move anti-clockwise or 
weaken considerably, they push moisture toward  
the Americas. Consequently, Asian countries and 
Australia receive significantly reduced rainfall in  
the winter and spring months under a standard  
El Niño.

Figure 1. ‘Classical’ El Niño phase, red indicating places of 	
	 decreased chances of rainfall, sourced from BOM. 

Figure 2. ‘Classical’ La Niña phase, blue indicating places of 	
	 increased chances of rainfall, sourced from BOM. 

WHAT DO WE EXPECT FOR THE 2020/21 SEASON?

The Bureau of Meteorology constantly monitors both the IOD and ENSO weather systems using sea 
temperature, cloudiness, and trade wind strength as units of measure. 

As of June 9, 2020 IOD and ENSO weather systems remain neutral. However, both indicate a possible shift  
to negative phases before the end of 2020. The ENSO system is expected to reach the La Niña phase by  
early-to-mid spring (BOM, 2020).

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR FARMERS?

The La Niña weather system will increase the amount of rainfall received across Australia, hopefully marking  
the end of the current drought. It is still recommended that farmers continue conservative water use.

The next La Niña phase might not be typical, but conditions indicate that broadacre farmers should remain 
positive and grape growers wary.

The possibility of IOD entering a negative phase whilst lower typically affects Australia between May and 
December (BOM, 2020). Drought relief stemming from IOD will be short lived.
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2020/21 Weather Patterns continued

GROWERS BEWARE

Drier conditions across the Riverina for the previous 
few seasons have encouraged growers to be more 
relaxed with their spraying program, creating higher 
disease risk. 

What can a relaxed program mean? Rainfall events 
occurring in early February during the 2019/20 
season caused bunch rot infections across vineyards 
in the MIA. Growers not using a consistent spray 
program were caught off guard, and some suffered 
significant losses.

Growers are advised to consider a thorough spray 
program for the 2020/21 season and budget for 
contingency sprays should disease occur. 

IMPROVING WATER USE

Rain brought by La Niña, or the IOD weather system, 
can offer a short relief to drought but growers should 
consider beginning conservative water practices,  
and improve soil water holding capacity. 

SCHEDULING IRRIGATION

Growers not maintaining a regular water schedule 
and/or monitoring farm soil moisture risk profit 
losses. Over-watering increases expenditure for 
no significant yield increase, and under-watering 
decreases expenditure but significantly decreases 
crop yield.

Researching crop factors, soil type, and evaporation 
rates, will assist growers to estimate crop water use 
and create a water schedule. However, using an 
accurate gauge to monitor soil moisture provides 
current data for growers to only water when and 
where necessary.

Soil moisture gauges are not overly expensive, 
considering the benefit to farm profits. Growers 
should research the option best suited to the  
crop and soil types present on-farm. 

REGULATED DEFICIT IRRIGATION

Regulated deficit irrigation (RDI) can be practiced but 
requires the grower to accurately identify the crop’s 
physiological stage. Practicing RDI at falsely identified 
physiological stages can affect crop development and 
significantly reduce crop yield. 

SOIL WATER HOLDING CAPACITY

Increasing the soil structure and organic matter  
(OM) are central to improving the water holding 
capacity of the soil. Soils containing higher OM  
hold water for longer.

Organic matter also prevents water losses in sandy 
soil types and improves the soil structure to prevent 
waterlogging in clay soil types. 

Broadacre farmers are best to use minimum tillage 
systems and incorporate crop stubble to increase  
OM. Horticultural crops can use compost manures  
or grape marc. 

Unstable soil structures can collapse, decreasing 
both soil pore size, and pore distribution. No pores 
translate to no drainage and limited water runoff, 
which can result in waterlogged crops. 

Growers are encouraged to consult their local 
agronomist on how to improve poor soil structure.

DECREASING EVAPORATION RATES

Higher temperatures increase evaporation on-farm, 
increasing water use. Growers should consider  
sowing a cover crop or spreading mulch to decrease 
orchard/vineyard temperatures.

INFORMATION
Most of the information used in this factsheet has  
been sourced from the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM).

For more information and for monitoring the IOD 
and ENSO weather systems, visit the Bureau of 
Meteorology’s website at www.bom.gov.au
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Winter Home Gardening Guide

Winter gardening is focused on home garden maintenance and preparing your garden for spring. Winter 
is the perfect time for tidying up the garden by pruning back plants, tidying up trees and trimming hedges. 

TOP UP YOUR SOUP GARDEN

By now, your soup garden planted in Autumn will  
be halfway to harvest. You can help the garden along 
by applying a NPK fertiliser or seaweed extract. 

Spreading out mulch will shield your plants from the 
Winter chill and protect plant roots from freezing – 
especially important for root vegetables.

PROTECTING YOUR POTTED PLANTS

Winter weather can be harmful to potted plants more 
suited for warm weather. Moving your potted plants 
onto the porch or next to windbreaks can better 
protect the plant from chilly winds. 

PRUNING

Gardeners can begin pruning heavily in the June-July 
months, when plants have entered dormancy. 

CARING FOR YOUR TOOLS

Unclean or rusty tools simply cannot do the gardening 
jobs you need them to. Take time before and after 
pruning jobs to care for your tools. 

Clean secateurs blades using steel wool and soapy 
water to remove rust or plant sap build up. Using 
a disinfectant, like Felco® Lubricant Spray, further 
protects blades from developing rust or spreading 
disease. 

Check if you need to sharpen your blade first using  
a sharpening file. Oil the secateurs using plant-based 
oil, like vegetable oil, before storing.

HOW TO CUT

Cut on a 45° angle, upward and away from the bud to 
prevent disease. Bigger cuts need to be sealed using  
a paint or spray-on pruning compound.

Further prevent disease spread by disinfecting your 
tools plant-to-plant using Felco® Lubricant Spray.

ROSES, CLIMBERS AND OTHER WOODY FLOWERS

Pruning can be daunting – start by removing any 
diseased or spindly growth. New flushes require 
healthy branches to flourish come Spring.  

Plan out the main plant framework before you begin 
to heavily prune, identifying strong canes or branches 
to support the Summer growth. Keep the newer, 
thicker branches showing vigorous growth, and 
remove older branches. 

Cut back laterals on the remaining branches to 2-5 
buds, leaving 2cm above the buds. 

TRAINING CLIMBERS

Pruning is the perfect time to train climbers to your 
pergola or other supports. Use plant ties to cling the 
plant to the support, tying the thread loosely. Over-
tightening threads can girdle the branches.

Browse the RYSET tool 
line for new secateurs, 
trimmers or loppers to 
use around your garden. 
Pick up the right tools  
for your garden at your 
local Yenda Producers.

NEED NEW GARDEN TOOLS?
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Winter Home Gardening Guide continued

Bigger trees can mean a 
lot of cutting and thicker, 
more difficult branches. The 
Electrocoup™ F3015 electric 
pruner from INFACO uses 
new battery technology and 
a sturdy design to help you 
cut quicker, and easier.

Ask about the Electrocoup at 
your local Yenda Producers.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING STRONGER?

ORNAMENTALS

Messy ornamentals can obscure beautiful garden 
landscapes. Clean up trees by removing suckers from 
the tree base and small, lower branches on the trunk 
to create a clean, bare trunk. 

Begin to trim into the desired shape, pruning out first 
the diseased or damaged wood, and then removing 
branches growing out of shape. Trim hedges using 
shears and avoid over-trimming.

FRUIT TREES

Pruning fruit trees really depends on the tree. Ask  
an agronomist at your local Yenda Producers on  
how to get the best out of your tree come harvest.

PREPARING YOUR GARDEN FOR SPRING

Get a head start on plantings for the Spring  
by growing seedlings on a warm window sill. 

Home gardeners can sow: 

•	 Eggplant 
•	 Tomato 
•	 Cucumber 
•	 Capsicum and chilli 
•	 Melons 
•	 Herbs (parsley, mint, coriander, etc.) 
•	 Sunflowers, petunias, and marigold

HOW TO BEGIN

Collect used milk bottles or juice bottles to be 
seedling pots. Punch holes into the base of the  
pot for drainage, and place on a dish to prevent  
a messy windowsill.

Use a seedling potting mix, like Yates® Seed  
Raising Mix, to help your seedlings grow. 

PLANNING SOMETHING BIG FOR SPRING?

Gardeners planning to plant any new woody shrubs, 
like roses, or trees in the garden can prepare the soil 
in the Winter. 

Prepare a planting hole by mixing in a compost-
manure mix where you plan to put your new Spring 
plants. After harvest, gardeners can prepare garden 
beds using a similar method for the Spring planting.

Remember to label your pots  
and keep the seed packets!  
Come Springtime you want  
to know what you’re planting.

PLANTING TIMING

Sow at the end of July and plant the seedlings 6-8 
weeks later after the last Spring frost (about mid-
September). 

CARING FOR YOUR SEEDLINGS

Keep the soil moist and warm by placing the pots on 
a well-lit windowsill. Gardeners can increase humidity 
for quicker germination by loosely covering pots in 
plastic wrap. 
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Do the kids need a new project?

Being stuck indoors is not great. Children want to try new things and go outside to explore. 
Challenge your kids to grow plants with this simple indoor project your kids can do this Winter. 

GROWING SPROUTS

Sprouts are very quick to grow and easy for 
little green thumbs to look after. 

All you will need is: 

•	 Seeds (alfalfa, mung beans, lentils) 
•	 Mason jar, or any clean glass jar 
•	 Cheesecloth, or other porous cloth 
•	 Rubber band 
•	 Bowl to fit jar on angle

Now that you’ve collected everything you need, 
let’s get started!

1.	Measure 2 tablespoons of seeds into the jar 	
	 and fill the jar up to halfway with cold water. 	
	 Place out of sunlight.

2.	Cover jar lid with cheesecloth, secure with 	
	 rubber band, and soak the seeds for 8 hours 	
	 or overnight.

3. 	After 8 hours, drain the water. Cover jar lid 	
	 again with secured cheesecloth and place  
	 in bowl, lid side down to breathe.

4.	Every 8-12 hours rinse the seeds in water 	
	 and drain like we did in step 3. 

5.	Once tiny sprouts appear (takes about 	
	 3 days), move jar into indirect sunlight  
	 and continue to rinse then drain every  
	 8-12 hours.

6.	Once sprouts have reached about 5cm 	
	 (takes about another 3 days), drain well and 	
	 eat! Remove hulls if refrigerating. 

EXPLAINING THE SCIENCE BEHIND SPROUTS

Projects always teach kids something, so let’s dive  
into how sprouts grow and why this method works.

WHY DO WE SOAK THE SEEDS FOR SO LONG?

Seeds are covered in something called a seed coat. 
Plants need the seed coat to crack in order to grow.

Soaking the seed in water is a method called 
‘imbibition’. Seeds soak in water and begin to expand 
– eventually cracking the seed coat. Most seeds crack 
under ‘imbibition’, but many Australian seeds need 
other factors like fire or smoke to crack. 

WHY DO WE MOVE THE SEEDS OUT OF  
DIRECT SUNLIGHT?

Plants need sunlight to grow and will move toward 
sunlight using a response called ‘phototropism’.  
Just like us reaching out a hand for the tv remote,  
the plant will reach out toward the light when we 
move it into the dark.
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BIOSTIMULANTS

Improve Canopy Conditions with Fylloton
Biolchim Australia Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Biolchim spa, was founded 
in 2017 and supplies nutritional products to the Australian horticulture 
market.
One of the signature products Fylloton has specialized technologies, 
which assists with: 

a. Improving tolerance & boosting recovery from heat/cold stress
b. Promoting vegetative growth and greener leaves
c. Avoiding extra passes since it is highly compatible with

agchem

BIOSTIMULANT OF VEGETATIVE GROWTH BASED
ON VEGETAL AMINO ACIDS AND SEAWEED

BIOSTIMULANT OF VEGETATIVE GROWTH BASED
ON VEGETAL AMINO ACIDS AND SEAWEED
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Improve Canopy Conditions with FYLLOTON
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COMPONENTS
Amino acid complex of vegetal origin, Ascophyllum nodosum seaweed extract.

METHODS OF APPLICATION
CROP TIME OF APPLICATION APPLICATIONS DOSAGE

FOLIAR FERTIGATION

FRUIT TREES, WINE AND TABLE GRAPE During the crop growth cycle. 3–4 every 7–10 days 2–2.5 L/ha 10–20 L/ha

VEGETABLE AND INDUSTRIAL CROPS 3–4 every 7–10 gg 1.5–2 L/ha 10–20 L/ha

CEREALS 1–2 3–5 L/ha –

FLOWER AND ORNAMENTAL CROPS  2–3 every 7–10 gg 100–200 mL/hL 1–2 L /1000 m2

4Dosages are calculated for normal distribution volumes.

COMPATIBILITY
The product can be mixed with all common formulations, except with products based on Copper and Sulphur, with alkaline 
reaction, mineral oils and emulsions.

ANALYSIS w/w
Organic nitrogen (N) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6%
Organic carbon (C) of biological origin  . . . . . . . . . . 25.2% 

PHYSICO-CHEMICAL PROPERTIES
pH (1% solution): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 ± 0.5
Density (at 20°C): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.27 kg/L

PACKAGING: 20 L - 1000 L

www.biolchim.it

A4_Fylloton ENG.indd   2 24/10/17   10:19

WHY FYLLOTON IS RIGHT FOR YOUR ORCHARD or VEGETABLE CROP ?

a. FYLLOTON assists with plant tolerance to heat/cold stress & recovery from
chemical damage
b. Our concentrated formulation allows for low per hectare rates
c. Compatible with most agrichemicals avoiding extra passes

Fylloton ingredients allow for excellent uptake of critical nutrients during heat/cold 
stress periods and is a safe product with no risk of  phytotoxicity when used on its own 
or with agchemicals

All products are available through Yenda Producers Co-operative.

For technical information please contact Julian Memoli on
0421 698 590 or julian.memoli@biolchim.it
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With your crops starting to emerge from the  
ground, now is the right time to start thinking  
about Crop Insurance.

The Insurance team at Spencer & Bennett - Yenda 
Prods are ready to discuss the options available  
to you.

Arranging a crop quote doesn’t take long and can 
go a long way in giving you peace of mind. For a 
small premium compared to your potential crop 
revenue, can you afford NOT to insure?

Crop losses can have a significant impact on your profitability.
Let us help you manage the risks you can’t.

Crop insurance can give you protection when the unexpected happens.

Contact us today

Spencer & Bennett – Yenda Prods Pty Ltd  |  (CAR No. 257472) is an Authorised Representative for 
Community Broker Network Pty Ltd AFSL 233750  |  ABN 60 096 916 184   |  ACN 096 916 184

Renae Testoni
M  0437 731 381
E	 RTestoni@spencerandbennett.com.au
Griffith Yenda Prods Branch

Sharon Power
M  0409 719 602
E	 SharonP@spencerandbennett.com.au
Griffith Yenda Prods Branch

Kirsti Eglinton
M  0418 834 922
E	 kirsti@breedandhutchinson.com.au
Leeton Breed & Hutchinson office

2020 CROP INSURANCE

Having the right crop insurance policy 
in place can:

	 • 	Help your business survive through 	
		  extreme weather conditions

	 • 	Take away uncertainty

	 • 	Reduce stress knowing your 		
		  livelihood is covered against  
		  damage and loss of yield

Having the right crop insurance policy 
in place can:

	 • 	help your business survive through 	
		  extreme weather conditions;

	 • 	take away uncertainty;

	 • 	reduce stress knowing your 		
		  livelihood is covered against  
		  damage and loss of yield.
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2020 CROP INSURANCE

FOR SALE

CONTACT US TODAY   T 02 6966 8950 | F 02 6964 9266 | Lot 1/1310 Kidman Way, Griffith NSW 2680

Riverina Water Engineering has recently 
purchased two new machines to 
expand the capability of the fabrication 
department. We now have a milling 
machine to add external slots to shafts 
and machine items from stock round 
and square bar. Also, a 125-tonne punch 
and shear machine allowing quicker 
turnaround of fabricated items.

In addition to the new machines, RWE also has a brand-new website. Here you will find all that you need to  
know about RWE, our design consultancy, the services that we offer and what products are available in store.  
Check it out at rwe.com.au

Used 2233 Mercedes Benz V Series 1981

Located in 
Yenda

$15,000 GST inclusive
To arrange an inspection please call Kevin Curran on 6961 3300

Used 2002 Mack CHR96A

Located in 
Yenda

$27,500 GST inclusive
To arrange an inspection please call Laurie at Yenda Fruit & Case on 6968 1268

Used 1987 Mercedes Benz 2233

Located in 
Griffith

$19,500 GST Inclusive
To arrange an inspection please call Peter Taprell on 6966 8900

For more information on all items for sale 
please visit yendaprods.com.au 



Hi, I’m Kristie Goirigolzarri ...
I have been a proud employee of the Yenda Group for 4 years in administration. With a busy lifestyle this recipe is  

good for lunchboxes and to have with Tzatziki dip when socialising with friends.
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Sweet Potato Fritters Family Recipes 
from our Staff

Shared by Kristie Goirigolzarri

FOLLOW THE YENDA GROUP ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Yenda GroupYenda Producers, Spencer & Bennett
and Breed & Hutchinson

Ingredients

300g peeled sweet potatoes

70g zucchini

30g parmesan cheese

100g tasty cheese

2 cups self raising flour

2 eggs

½ cup water

salt and pepper to taste

Method

1.	 Grate the sweet potato and zucchini into a large bowl.

2.	 Add the parmesan cheese, tasty cheese and the flour.  
	 Stir well to combine.

3.	 Beat the eggs in a small bowl and add salt and pepper  
	 to taste. Add the egg mixture and a ¼ of the water to the 		
	 bowl with the sweet potato and stir well. Gradually add  
	 the rest of the water to the bowl and stir well until you  
	 have a thick batter.

4.	 Heat oil in frypan and use a ¼ cup measure to scoop out 		
	 your mixture and place into your frypan. Spread mixture 		
	 about 1cm thick.

5.	 Cook the fritters for 5 minutes on each side and transfer 		
	 onto a plate.


